Facilitation of the expression but not the acquisition of latent inhibition by haloperidol in rats.
In the latent inhibition (LI) paradigm, nonreinforced preexposure to a stimulus retards subsequent conditioning to that stimulus. The administration of haloperidol in both the preexposure and the conditioning stages was found to enhance LI in the conditioned emotional response (CER) procedure (Weiner and Feldon, 1986). The present experiments investigated the effects of 0.1 mg/kg haloperidol administration on LI in a two-way avoidance procedure, consisting of two stages: preexposure, in which the to-be-conditioned stimulus, tone, was repeatedly presented without reinforcement; and conditioning, in which the animals acquired a two-way avoidance response with the tone serving as the warning signal. Experiments 1 and 2 tested whether the administration of haloperidol confirmed to the preexposure stage, where learning to ignore the nonreinforced stimulus takes place, would suffice to enhance the LI effect. In Experiment 1, preexposure and conditioning were conducted 24 hr apart. LI was obtained in both the placebo and haloperidol conditions, but the effect was not more pronounced under the drug. In addition, haloperidol-treated animals exhibited impaired avoidance performance. In Experiment 2, preexposure and conditioning were given 72 hr apart. With this interval, haloperidol did not affect avoidance performance. However, also under these conditions, the magnitude of the LI effect was not larger in the haloperidol-treated groups, indicating that the administration of the drug in the preexposure stage alone did not suffice to enhance LI.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)